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Arab Spatial is an open-source database and 
interactive mapping tool used to monitor 
and analyze food security and economic 
development in the Middle East and North 
Africa. It includes over 200 indicators covering 
22 Arab countries and provides data on 
access to food, nutritional outcomes, sectoral 
development, governance, access to services, 
poverty, health, and external shocks. The tool 
can be customized with additional data and 
features to meet individual country needs. Arab 
Spatial has become a platform for a number of 
country-level portals, including Iraq, Palestine, 
Yemen, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan Spatial. It 
also hosts the Arab Food and Nutrition Security 
Blog, and is expanding its focus to monitoring 
the SDGs related to food and nutrition security. 
Arab Spatial is a partnership initiative of the 
International Food Policy Research Institute, 
the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), the CGIAR Research 
Program on Policies, Institutions, and Markets, 
and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) of the United Nations.
Learn more at: 
www.arabspatial.org
An evidence base for a food-secure Arab world
SOURCE: WWW.ARABSPATIAL.ORG
Supporting policy making: High-quality data to 
support policy making on food and agriculture 
in a region that is highly exposed to a variety of 
potential shocks and vulnerable to their impact.  
Encouraging development partnerships: A 
platform where development partners can 
come together to coordinate and monitor their 
programs and projects. 
Forming public opinion: Leading policy makers, 
researchers, national and international experts 
use the Arab Food and Nutrition Security Blog 
to exchange opinions on key issues including 
progress on achieving MDG goals, nutrition, and 
building resilience to conflict.
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